
Interim Guidance for Cleaning EMS Transport Vehicles After Transporting a 
Suspected or Confirmed Swine-origin Influenza Patient 
The following are general guidelines for cleaning or maintaining EMS transport vehicles and 
equipment after transporting a suspected or confirmed swine-origin influenza patient. This 
guidance may be modified or additional procedures may be recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as new information becomes available. 

Routine cleaning with soap or detergent and water to remove soil and organic matter, followed 
by the proper use of disinfectants, are the basic components of effective environmental 
management of influenza. Reducing the number of influenza virus particles on a surface through 
these steps can reduce the chances of hand transfer of virus. Influenza viruses are susceptible to 
inactivation by a number of chemical disinfectants readily available from consumer and 
commercial sources. 

After the patient has been removed and prior to cleaning, the air within the vehicle may be 
exhausted by opening the doors and windows of the vehicle while the ventilation system is 
running. This should be done outdoors and away from pedestrian traffic. Routine cleaning 
methods should be employed throughout the vehicle and on non-disposable equipment. 


